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when the English were defeated by the Spaniards. But in
all she did, Elizabeth was hampered by her wish not to
come to open war if she could avoid it, and, in addition, she
had to deal with treachery at home. (Note 53.)
These years saw a succession of plots aimed at Elizabeth
and engineered from abroad, but using her own subjects piots in
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against her.
What was coming was foreshadowed at that inquiry held
over Mary in 1569. Norfolk, Elizabeth's chief commissioner,
was at first convinced of Mary's guilt. Then he changed his
mind, and began to scheme to marry Mary. As he was the
chief English Catholic, such a marriage would have pleased
the Catholic party. It might even have produced a Catholic
heir to the throne, for nothing was yet settled about the
succession. But Elizabeth's ministers were vigilant, and
well served by their spies. The plan was revealed; the
inquiry was closed; and Mary was sent off, half-guest, half-
prisoner, to Tutbury.
The next step was more formidable. Norfolk and his
friends intrigued with the Duke of Alva, the Spanish com- The
mander in the Netherlands. They promised to head a rising
and arrest Cecil, Elizabeth's chief minister; Alva was to
furnish troops; Mary was to be released. Alva refused to
send his men before the rebels showed themselves to be in
earnest, and Elizabeth's ministers were again too quick and
too well-informed. Orders were given to arrest the most
dangerous plotters, the Earls of Northumberland and West-
morland. How dangerous these two were their names bear
witness. Percy and Neville were the two great fighting
names in the north; and the north was still used to arms,
and warlike. The earls called out their border forces, seized
Durham, and had the mass sung in its cathedral; then
hurried southward to capture Mary. But Mary was taken
to Coventry, and the Queen's forces barred the earls' march
in the West Riding. There was no fighting; the leaders
escaped to Scotland; the rebels scattered; many were